This module shows how the view of peatlands has
changed over the years. Originally peatlands were
regarded as useless wastelands, to be reclaimed
as valuable agricultural land. They were later
regarded as a fuel resource and are now regarded
as distinctive and valuable habitats. The displays
show the changing views on the values of peatlands.

Léiríonn an mhodúil conas a d’athraigh an mheon i
dtaobh na bportach thar na blianta. Go bunúsach,
sonraíodh tailte portaigh mar thailte gan rath
gan úsáid ach míntíríodh an talamh mar thalamh
talmhaíochta luachmhar. Sonraíodh na tailte ina
dhiaidh sin mar acmhainn bhreosla agus sonraítear
anois iad mar shainghnáthóga luachmhara. Léiríonn
na taispeántais an mheon ag athrú maidir le luach
na bportach.
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1. Virgin bog.
2. Wetland, Lough Boora Parklands.

‘deserts’ and wetlands
People have taken notice of Irish bogs
since the 16th century, when Edmund
Spenser referred to them as ‘deserts’, a
strange paradox for a habitat which is
95% water. In the 19th century the British
government turned its eye to Ireland’s
bogs. Wellesley, later Duke of Wellington
and Prime Minister, wanted to reclaim
Irish bogs to grow flax, which could be
used to produce hemp for sail cloth for the
fight against Napoleon.

Wellington’s proposals led to the
establishment of the Bog Commission,
whose surveyors produced the earliest
detailed maps of Ireland and a plan
for draining the bogs. Although the
recommendations of the Commission
were never implemented, the economic
conditions and fuel crises of the 20th
century meant that many of the bogs were
ultimately used for fuel and energy (for the
most part), and attempts to find suitable
after-use continued.

It is now recognised that peatlands are in
themselves a rare and unique habitat and are
crucial to Ireland’s wildlife and biodiversity.
Bord na Móna has committed to protecting and
rehabilitating bogs and works with the NPWS*
and the IPCC* in doing this. Lough Boora Parklands
in Co. Offaly demonstrates the potential of
rehabilitated bogs to enhance biodiversity in a
peatland landscape.

*NPWS (National Parks and Wildlife Service)
*IPCC (Irish Peatlands Conservation Council)
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as Whooper Swan, Lapwing and a range
of other wetland birds. Bord na Móna also
plans to establish a new visitor centre at
Lough Boora to provide educational tours.
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1. 	Merlin.
2. 	Golden Plover and Lapwings.

Bird hide at Lough Boora Parklands.

